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NRC’s Public Meeting of Proposed Rulemaking: 

• Proposed rulemaking will incorporate the 2004 Edition of the Code, Section XI 

• No changes to the OM Code are being proposed 

• Issuance of the proposed rule for public comments is scheduled for June 2007 

• Issuance of the final rule is scheduled for March 2008 
 
Report Presented by the NRC: 

Amendment to 10 CFR 50.55a 

• The amendment to 10 CFR 50.55a to endorse the 2004 Edition has been delayed to 
allow the staff to work on the endorsement of several safety-significant ASME 
actions.    

• Publication of the proposed rule for public comment is currently scheduled for June 
2007. 

 
Regulatory Guides (RG)  

• Draft revision 34 to RG 1.84 (Section III Code Cases), revision 15 to RG 1.147 
(Section XI Code Cases), and revision 2 to RG 1.193 (ASME Code Cases have been 
approved and are awaiting publication for public comments. These guides will 
address the Code Cases in Supplement 7 to the 2001 Edition through Supplement 1 
to the 2004 Edition.   

• The staff completed its review of Supplements 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 to the 2004 Edition 
and begun its review of Supplement 7. 

 
Risk-Informed Activities 
 
Topical Report (TR) WCAP-14572, Supplement 2 (Westinghouse Owners Group 
Application of Risk-Informed Methods to Piping Inservice Inspection Topical Report 
Clarifications) has been accepted for referencing in licensing application to the extent 
specified and under the limitations delineated in the TR and in the final Safety Evaluation 
(ML0061160035). 
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Request to Extend Reactor Vessel Weld Inspection Interval by One Operating Cycle 

• Five licensees have submitted requests to extend the inspection interval for the 
reactor vessel welds by one operating cycle.  The requests referred to NRC guidance 
provided in a letter from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to Westinghouse 
Electric Company, "Summary of Teleconference with the Westinghouse Owners 
Group Regarding Potential One Cycle Relief of Reactor Pressure Vessel Shell Weld 
Inspections at Pressurized Water Reactors Related to WCAP-16168-NP, "Risk 
Informed Extension of Reactor Vessel In-Service Inspection Intervals," dated January 
27, 2005.   

• Three requests have been approved.  The remaining two are under review.  
 
Generic Activities on Materials Degradation/PWR Alloy 600/182/82  
 
The NRC staff met with representatives from NEI and EPRI MRP to discuss NRC’s 
comments on the industry guidance (MRP-139) for the volumetric and visual inspection 
of dissimilar metal butt welds in PWR primary systems.  During the meeting, MRP 
representatives presented proposed responses to address the NRC’s comments.  Based 
on the proposed responses, 17 of the 26 comments would be addressed satisfactorily.  
Discussions are on going to resolve the remaining issues. 
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NRC / ASME Task Group of Regulatory Endorsement 
 
Highlights from the meeting held in May: 
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Code Actions of Interest: 

1. The Task Group – Alloy 600 has prepared a first draft of a new Case to address 
NRC concerns about IGSCC in Alloy 600 nozzles.  

2. A new Task Group is being formed to address SC XI position on operational 
leakage. 

3. Code Case N-705 (03-1738), Evaluation Criteria for Temporary Acceptance of 
Degradation in Moderate Energy Class 2 and 2 Vessel and Tanks   

This Case will provide evaluation rules and criteria for temporary acceptable of 
degradation, including through-wall degradation.   

Current Status: Standard Committee Approved 

4. Code Case N-470 (04-1003), Dissimilar Metal Weld Overlay of Class 1, 2, and 3 
Components  

This Case will extend the use of overlays to dissimilar metal welds by providing 
requirements for applying dissimilar weld overlays on ferritic, austenitic stainless 
steel, and nickel base alloy materials and components.   

Current Status: Standard Committee Approved 

5. Add a new paragraph, IWA-1400(q) to allow electronic certification, authorization, 
and approval of records (04-1695) 

This action will make the Section XI Code consistent with other Code sections to 
recognize that methods other than written signature may be used for certification, 
authorization, and approval of records.   

Current Status: Standard Committee Approved 

6. Code Case N-716, Alternative Piping Classification and Examination Requirements 
Based Upon Risk-Informed and Safety-Based Insights 

This Case provides alternative requirements to IWB, IWC, and IWD for piping 
examination using risk insights.  

Current Status: Board Approved (will be included in Supplement 9 of the `04 
Edition) 

7. Code Case N-666, Weld Overlay of Repair of Defects in Socket Welds 

This Code Case allows weld reinforcement for defective socket welds.   
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Current Status: Board Approved (will be included in Supplement 9 of the `04 
Edition) 

8. Code Case N-751 (05-115), Use of Appendix J for Repair/Replacement Activity 

This Case will allow the use of Appendix J testing in lieu of the rules of Category C-
H for piping classified as Class 2 only because it is connection to the containment 
vessel.    

Current Status: Standard Committee Approved 

9. Code Case N-532-3, Alternative Requirements to Repair/Replacement Activity 
Documentation Requirements and Inservice Summary Report Preparation and 
Submission,  

This revision added (1) a requirement to prepare, certify, and submit the OAR-1 
report within 90 days upon completion of a refueling outage; (2) elimination of the 
burden of providing an abstract of completed examination and tests; (3) revised 
Forms NIS-2A and OAR-1 to reduce the time required to complete them; and (4) 
removed the requirement to report conditions necessitated by a corrective measure.    

Current Status: Board Approved (will be included in Supplement 9 of the `04 
Edition) 

10. Code Case N-739 (05-140), Alternative Qualification Requirements for Personnel 
Performing Concrete and Post-tensioning System Examination 

This Case will provide qualification requirements for examiners and was written to 
address modifications imposed by 10CFR50.55a(b)(2)(viii)(F) & (G).   

Current Status: Standard Committee Approved 

11. Code Case N-734 (05-143), Examination Requirements for Portions of Class 1 and 
2 Systems and Components Within the Containment System Boundary 

This Case addresses whether Section XI requirements apply to portions of Class 1 
and 2 items (e.g., flued heads, pipe caps) that are part of the containment system, 
but which do not perform a Class 1 or 2 system pressure retaining function.  
Proposed Code change is also included in this action. 

Current Status: No Action Taken 

12. Code Case N-735 (05-146), Alternative Successive Inspection Requirements for 
Class 1 and 2 Piping Components other than Class 1 and 2 Vessels and Supports   
This Case eliminates the successive examination provided the flaws are non-
threatening in nature (such as embedded flaws originating from material 
manufacturing or piping fabrication, which experience negligible or no growth during 
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the design life of the component) and meet a more restrictive distance from piping 
surfaces. 

Current Status: Standard Committee Approved 

13. Code Case N-753 (05-1020) and the “new” IWA-2321(b) for vision acuity 
examination  

This action will allow the use of optometrist, ophthalmologist, or other heath care 
professionals to administer the vision acuity examinations independent of other 
requirements. 

Current Status: Standard Committee Approved 

14. Revision to Appendix I, Supplement 9 (05-1174)  

This action will clarify that 45 and 60 degree search units are also required for 
examinations conducted from the outside and inside surfaces of unclad 
components. 

Current Status: Standard Committee Approved 

15. Revision to Appendix VIII, Supplement 12 (05-646) 

This action will limit the coordinated implementation to Supplements 2 and 3.  
Currently, Supplement 12 allows for a coordinated implementation of Supplements 
2 (austenitic piping welds), 3 (ferritic piping welds), 10 (Dissimilar metal piping 
welds), and 11 (Overlaid piping welds).  However, 10CFR50.55a limits Supplement 
12 to a coordinated implementation of Supplement 2 and 3.  Adding this limitation 
will be consistent with the current PDI program, which indicates the examination 
techniques, associated with Supplements 10 and 11 are significantly different from 
those of Supplement 2 and 3 and make a coordinated implementation impractical. 

Current Status: Standard Committee Approved 

16. Revision to Appendix VIII, 3120(b) (05-1175)  

This action will clarify qualification requirements for length and/or depth sizing of 
axial flaws.  This action will also clarify qualification requirements for detection and 
sizing of axial flaws in those piping Supplements that otherwise contain no 
provisions. 

Current Status: Standard Committee Approved 

17. Revision to the qualification requirements for ultrasonic examination of thread in 
flange in Appendix I, I-2400 (05-1542) 
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This action will allow the use of Section V, or Section XI, Appendix VIII for ultrasonic 
examination of threads in flange (Item No. B6.40). 

Current Status: Standard Committee Approved 

18. Code Case N-730 (04-1332), Roll-Expansion of Class 1 Control Rod Drive Bottom 
Head Penetration in BWRs 

This Case will define the technical and administrative requirements for use of the 
mechanical roll expansion process for sealing of BWR bottom head penetrations. 
The process qualification, essential variables, process application, and examination 
requirements for application are also defined. 

Current Status: Approved by SC XI for a first consideration ballot with the editorial 
changes.  

19. Revision to the system pressure test requirements of IWE-5000 (04-1332)  

This action will provide specific leak test requirements that may be used in lieu of 
pneumatic leakage tests imposed by reference to 10CFR50, Appendix J. 

Current Status: Approved by SC XI for a first consideration ballot with the editorial 
changes 

20. Delete Category B-M-1 examinations from Table IWB-2500-1(05-1226) 

Category B-M-1 requires a surface examination of valve body welds for valves less 
than 4 NPS and a volumetric examination for valves larger than 4 NPS. 

Current Status: No action was taken 

21. Revision to IWA-4520 to permit use of Section XI personnel qualifications, methods 
and criteria for repair/replacement activities (04-1092) 

This action revises IWA-4520 to permit the Owner to use the personnel 
qualifications, methods and acceptance criteria of Section XI when the Construction 
Code requires a surface or volumetric examination. The type of examination, and 
the surface area and volume of the examination remains in accordance with the 
Construction Code. This action also clarifies the existing Section XI provision that 
the acceptability of flaws existing prior to the repair / replacement activity shall be 
established in accordance with IWA-3000. 

Current Status: Approved by SG RRA for SC XI ballot.   
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Inquiries Approved at the Interpretation Session:   
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The following intent inquiry was approved by SC XI for a first consideration ballot: 
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Upcoming Meetings: 

2006 
August 7 – 11: Henderson, NV; Green Valley Ranch Resort 
October 30 – November 3: Louisville, KY; Marriott Hotel 
 
2007 
January 29 – February 2: Atlanta, GA; Sheraton Hotel 
May 14 – 18: Grapevine, TX; Opryland Hotel 
August 13 – 17: New Orleans, LA; Sheraton Hotel 
November 12 – 16: Dallas, TX; Westin Park Central Hotel 


